MEN OF POWER
sailors told him stories of their adventures, tales that
made the quiet city of the narrow twisting streets seem
dull and drab.
Early Struggles.   A few scenes from his early years
may give a fairly accurate picture of the growing boy
and the influences that were molding the man he was
to become.   The first occurs when he is about six.   It
is a holiday, and he has been given some coppers to
buy something for himself.   He has seen another boy
blowing a new kind of whistle.   He wants one like it
for himself.   So off to the shop he runs, finds the whis-
tle, gives all his pennies for it without a question, and
hurries home in triumph.   There he toots the thing to
his own great enjoyment, but to the annoyance of
everyone else in that crowded domicile.    Finally his
brothers and sisters ask him how much he paid for the
toy; and when they hear, they tell him that it was about
four times too much.   And they go on to remind him
of all the other desirable things he might have had with
his money.    They laugh at him until he cries with
vexation.   Somewhere in the back of his head he regis-
ters a resolve which he is often to recall in later years
and in larger transactions: "Don't pay too much for the
whistle."
Two years later we see him in the Boston Grammar
School where his father has placed him with the ex-
pectation of dedicating him, as the tithe of his ten sons,
to the ministry. Benjamin has no inclination in that
direction, but he loves to read and soon stands at the
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